BLAKE.                                    2Q5

He continued, on many other occasions, to give proofs
of an insuperable courage, and a steadiness of resolution
not to be shaken; and, as a proof of his firm adherence to
the parliament, joined with the borough of Tamiton, in re-
turning thanks for their resolution to make no more ad-
dresses to the king. Yet was fas so far from approving
the death of Charles the first, that he made no scruple of
declaring, that he would venture his life to save him, as
willingly as he had done to serve the parliament.

In February, 1648-9, he was made a commissioner of the
navy, and appointed to serve on that element, for which
he seems by nature to have been designed. He was soon
afterwards sent in pursuit of prince Rupert, whom he shut
up in the harbour of Kinsale, in Ireland, for several months,
till want of provisions, and despair of relief, excited the
prince to make a daring effort for his escape, by forcing
through the parliament's fleet: this design he executed
with his usual intrepidity, and succeeded in it, though
with the loss of three ships. He was pursued by Blake
to the coast of Portugal, where he was received into the
Tagus, and treated with great distinction by the Portu-
guese.

Blake, coming to the mouth of that river, sent to the
king a messenger, to inform him, that the fleet, in his port,
belonging to the publick enemies of the commonwealth of
England, he demanded leave to fall upon it. This being
refused, though the refusal was in very soft terms, and
accompanied with declarations of esteem, and a present of
provisions, so exasperated the admiral, that, without any
hesitation, he fell upon the Portuguese fleet, then return-
ing from Brasil, of which he took seventeen ships, and
burnt three. It was to no purpose that the king of Por-
tugal, alarmed at so unexpected a destruction, ordered
prince Rupert to attack him, and retake the Brasil ships.
Blake carried home his prizes without molestation, the
prince not having force enough to pursue him, and well
pleased with the opportunity of quitting a port, where he
could no longer be protected.